HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

of the Puritans as suffering under and complaining
of the tyrannous discipline of Laud's Diocesan courts
and the Court of High Commission. They did; but
Baxter complains much more of the restraint put
on the exercise of congregational discipline. What he
condemned in the Anglican Episcopal discipline was
its exercise by 'a lay Chancellor's Court. .. and that
in a Secular manner by abundance of secular officers
unknown to the Primitive Church'* What he wanted

endure but cry out by reason of your sore oppression, you shall have
liberty granted you to leap out of the frying-pan into the fire, by making
your appeal to the Common Council of Presbyters forsooth, where, when
you shall come with the complaint, 'Your fathers the bishops made our
work grievous, and our parochial Presbyters (those lyons' whelps) do add
thereto, now do you ease somewhat the grievous servitude and heavy yoke
put upon us", you may expect from this honourable court an answer like
unto that of Rehoboam's to those distressed people that cried unto him:
"Our fathers made your yokes heavy but we will add thereto .. . mend
yourselves as you can, for we are the divine power and, consequently, the
Lawgivers both of Church and State, and therefore you are to be content,
and submit yourselves to your superiors; your Presbyters . . . that have
the rule over you must in no wise be resisted ... for the same power which
lately was resident and confin'd to the breast of one man, to wit an arch-
bishop, is inherent and of divine right in the body of the Presbytery, and
convey*d equally to every particular Presbyter j therefore if their Episcopal
power be offensive to you, never expect to have it otherwise, for your
Parliament themselves cannot lawfully help you.*' Now, have you not cause
to rejoice for this jubilee, this year or deliverance from your antichristian
servitude to Egyptian bondage?. .. But in plain terms (loving friends,
neighbours, and countrymen), let us a little reason together seriously.
Have not you borne the brunt and heat of this unnatural war,* and he
goes on to urge that it was not for this fresh bondage they had fought,
and to utter the prayer that the clergy themselves should be left to fight
it out: 'Should but the King set his Episcopal clergy and the Parliament
their Presbyterian clergy in the forefront of their battle's forlorn hope,
and put them instead of other lambs, honest, innocent souls, upon all their
desperate attempts, without doubt they would as zealously preach for
peace as they now do for war, they would quickly agree and turn as they
were rather than lose all. I am confident this would prove the most
effectual means of our reconciliation.9

Martinis Echo, or a Remonstrance from fas Holiness reverend young
Martin Mar-priest* responsory to the late Sacred Synodical Decretal, in all
humility presented to toe reverend, pious and grave consideration of the
Eight Reverend Father in God the Universal Bishop of our Souls, his super-
lative Holiness Sir Simon Synod. 1645.
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